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The biggest risk is doing nothing at

all in Social Security. One thing I am
concerned about is President Clinton
and Vice President GORE have sug-
gested that we simply add huge, giant
IOUs to the Social Security trust fund.
The problem with that is that the full
faith and credit of this country is good,
but the way we pay back Treasury
notes now is simply to borrow more
money. If we are going to borrow $20
trillion, it is going to tremendously
change the economics of this country.
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Social Security has a total unfunded
liability of over $20 trillion. The Social
Security trust fund contains nothing
but IOUs. That means you have to ei-
ther borrow the money to pay it back,
increase taxes to pay it back, or you
have to reduce benefits. We have to
have two things very clear: No increase
in taxes, and no reduction in benefits
for existing or near-term retirees.

To keep paying the promised Social
Security benefits, the payroll tax will
have to be increased at least 50 percent
of total income or benefits will have to
be cut by one-third. Neither of those
options are good.

In conclusion, this is the dem-
onstrated problem of Social Security.
We are in a short range up to for the
next 12 to 15 years of a little more
money coming in in the Social Secu-
rity payroll tax than is needed to pay
benefits. But then look what happens
in the out years. Twenty trillion, in to-
day’s dollars, but in those dollars that
are going to have to be paid out over
and above what is coming in from the
Social Security tax 50 or 60 years from
now, it is going to be 120 trillion of
those inflated future year dollars. Huge
problems. It needs to be dealt with
now. We have to get a better return on
the investment.

The six principles of saving Social
Security that I and Senator ROD
GRAMS have come up with are: Protect
the current and future beneficiaries;
allow freedom of choice; preserve the
safety net; make Americans better off,
not worse off; create a fully funded sys-
tem; and no increase in taxes.

Right now the average American
worker pays more in the payroll FICA
tax than in the income tax. Seventy-
eight percent of American workers pay
more in the FICA tax than they do the
income tax. Let us not increase taxes
on them again. Let us do something
now, so we do not pass this burden on
to our kids and grandkids.
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RYAN WHITE CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
QUINN). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, it is my pleasure to be able to
rise and support S. 2311, the reauthor-
ization of the Ryan White CARE Act.
This legislation needed to come to the

floor before the end of the 106th Con-
gress. It is imperative that we continue
the fight for treatment dollars to deal
with those who are HIV infected and
those who are affected.

Thanks to the efforts of collabora-
tion, this legislation provides a funding
formula that will actually ensure that
all Americans suffering from this dev-
astating disease are properly covered.
In particular, it will work to enhance
some of the devastated areas in Afri-
can-American areas and Hispanic areas
to provide resources for those commu-
nities.

The legislation maintains the integ-
rity of the multi-structure of the
CARE Act, allowing funds to be tar-
geted to the areas hardest hit by the
HIV and AIDS epidemic. In addition, I
am pleased that the legislation main-
tains and, in fact, strengthens the deci-
sion-making authority of local plan-
ning councils and allows resources to
be used to locate and bring more indi-
viduals into the health care system.

I am also delighted to learn that the
bill will provide more individuals with
early intervention services, such as
counseling and testing. This is particu-
larly important in the 18th Congres-
sional District, where many faith-based
organizations, nonprofits, are now real-
izing the importance of education and
prevention and speaking the cultural
language of the different unique com-
munities that need to understand the
dangers of not having knowledge about
HIV and AIDS.

This bill, that I have supported in
years past and am delighted to extend
my support, extends Medicare coverage
to people living with HIV. Under this
legislation adopted now, States will
have the ability to add poor and low-in-
come uninsured persons living with
HIV to the list of persons categorically
eligible for Medicaid.

This is very important for people in
the 18th Congressional District here in
Houston for getting proper coverage,
and it is very critical that they receive
the kind of quality care that is nec-
essary. There are HIV-infected persons
in my district and across America that
need some relief immediately, and thus
the Medicaid provision is imperative.

Under current rules, most people liv-
ing with HIV are ineligible for Med-
icaid until they have progressed to
AIDS and are disabled. We wanted to
engage individuals who are infected so
they can have the proper care and
treatment. We know with the new
health care revolutions and the new
drug treatments that have come about,
it is very important to have early
intervention so that these individuals
can live full, active lives. New treat-
ments, such as the highly active heart
therapy, are successfully delaying the
progression of HIV progression to
AIDS.

Mr. Speaker, this is very exciting. We
can turn this situation around. Early
access to HIV treatment is imperative.
I remember coming to this Congress in
the early 1990s or in 1990 as a local

elected official to join with Senator
KENNEDY as he introduced the Ryan
White treatment dollars.

This reauthorization is a testimony
that it works, that treatment works,
and now we must focus on prevention.
I believe the legislation must be signed
by the President. The formula will add
to people’s lives; it will in fact save
lives. I am very delighted to support
this legislation, and I look forward to
it being signed by the President so that
it can save lives, not only in Texas and
in my district, but throughout this Na-
tion, as we continue to fight the AIDS
epidemic throughout the world.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MICA addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)
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CONGRESS RESTORES THE UPARR
PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MILLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, earlier this week the
House passed the Department of Inte-
rior appropriations conference report
for the year 2001 by an overwhelming
margin. Many of the votes for that leg-
islation were the result of an historic
commitment of funds to efforts to pre-
serve our national resources, including
parks and other public lands, wildlife,
endangered species, forest programs
and others.

We are providing this support
through a new $1.6 billion Lands fund
because of the severe underfunding of
resource programs over the past decade
that have led to a deterioration of the
environment and the recreational op-
portunities for tens of millions of
Americans who treasure their national
parks, wilderness areas, coasts and
other public lands.

No program has been more
unjustifiably undermined than the
Urban Parks and Recreation Program
known as UPARR.

UPARR is a vital program that pro-
vides on a matching basis relatively
small grants to towns and cities
throughout America to try and provide
some expanded recreational opportuni-
ties to children who have very few al-
ternative recreational opportunities.
Across this country, there are dozens
of towns and cities where baseball
fields are overgrown, soccer fields are
short of equipment, gyms and courts
are unusable, and every day tens of
thousands of children pass by those va-
cant and useless playgrounds and gyms
and have to find something to do after
school and in their evening hours.
These are the children who fall prey to
crime and drugs and gangs and inap-
propriate sexual activity that place
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